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appeal to arms; she went to him, fell at his feet, and
besought him not to oppose a measure which might
restore to the monarchy its former glory and avenge
all the insults it had endured. It is said that the
Archduke Charles could not resist her tears, and that
he voted, against his judgment, for a war of which
he foresaw the disastrous issue. I have to-day been
informed that, like her brother Maximilian, she has
joined the Society of the Friends of Virtue."

Count Metternich, who was accused of sympa-
thizing with France, was violently attacked by all
the intimates of the Empress. The Emperor's Am-
bassador thus expressed himself on this subject in the
same despatch: "While thus breaking out against
France, the faction has not forgotten to attack the
main defender of the French alliance, Count Metter-
nich. Not a day passes that they do not invent
some new way of discrediting him, and announce
authoritatively that he is about to be replaced by
M. von Stadion. Count Metternich has so little
support at court and in society, that he is obliged
to associate with his most active enemies, in order
to persuade them to pardon him for the decision he
has made. Nine-tenths of the public have been in
succession misled by the false rumors, the lampoons,
and even the caricatures which are allowed to circu-
late."

What was the attitude of Emperor Francis amid
this general excitement ? He acted with the great-
est prudence, coming out neither for nor against